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hard-bitten captain and travel-stained explorer, would bear to-
wards Gomes, the prosperous stay-at-home merchant, who was
rewarded by the king for discoveries in which he took little
actual physical part. Whatever the cause, Pacheco was not pre-
pared to give any credit to Gomes for the discovery of Mina. So
a writer, who must have been specially qualified to describe this
elusive financier, remained silent, and we are obliged to fall back
upon Barros, the grant of 1473, and Palencia.
The substance of what Barros records has been indicated
above. In the year 1469, King Affonso V conferred upon Gomes
sole rights of trade for five years in all Guinea south of Arguim
except *the mainland opposite the islands of Cabo Verde, be-
cause [in accordance with another grant of 1466'] this trade was
reserved for their inhabitants'2. This important privilege was
renewed for a sixth year on i June 14733. The second grant was
made to *Fernao Gomes, our knight,' showing that the financier
received the knighthood, to which Barros refers, before June
1473; moreover, it confirms that the original grant was for five
years, states that Gomes held a written contract to that effect,
and reveals that he contracted to pay an extra 100 milreis per
year to the king for the sole right to buy malagueta pepper, a
right which hitherto by a decree of 1470 had been exercised by
Affonso V alone*. The Guinea contract was renewed in 1473 for
one year in the same form and manner as during the first five
years. Gomes was still to lease the trade of Guinea and the trade
of Arguim. But the exact date upon which the renewal of the
concession was to come into effect was not specified in the grant.
The usual custom in after years was for such Guinea contracts
to begin either on January i or on June 24*. Barros does not
specify the day upon which the original concession came into
force, but he does record that 'the year fourteen hundred and
seventy-four. .. was the last of his [Gomes's] lease*, thereby
implying that Gomes held the contract throughout 1474. If we
1 Doc. i.              a Asia, dec. I, bk. 2, ch. 2.
3 The patent, renewing the original grant, is included in this volume (doc.
3), and in order that it may be compared with the earlier grant, Barros's
account of the latter has also been reproduced (doc. 2).
4 J. R. Coelho, Alguns documentor do Archivo National (1892), p. 33.
5 See below, docs. 15 and 31.